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A prospective study of 128 hospitalised patients with cirrhosis found that
39.8% had cholelithiasis and 32.8% had asymptomatic gallbladder wall
thickening, both more common in decompensated disease.

KEY POINTS

- Among 128 hospitalised cirrhosis patients (mean age 64 years, 73.4% male, 78.1%
decompensated), 39.8% had cholelithiasis and 32.8% had asymptomatic gallbladder wall
thickening greater than 3mm on imaging

- Decompensated cirrhosis patients had significantly higher rates of both gallstones (45% vs
21.4%, p=0.024) and gallbladder wall thickening (39% vs 10.7%, p=0.005) compared to
compensated patients

- Among patients with gallbladder wall thickening, 42.9% did not have concurrent cholelithiasis

- No statistical correlation was found between cirrhosis etiology and either cholelithiasis or
gallbladder wall thickening

- The authors recommend that clinicians consider biliary complications in cirrhosis patients but
avoid diagnosing acute cholecystitis based on imaging findings alone
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