
An 18-year-old woman with left-sided ulcerative colitis refractory to infliximab and
vedolizumab developed peripheral eosinophilia (3000 cells/mm3) and grade 1 acute kidney
injury within 6 days of starting tofacitinib.

–

Temporary suspension of tofacitinib led to rapid normalization of renal function and
eosinophil levels, but rechallenge after 2 days resulted in recurrent moderate eosinophilia
(2000 cells/mm3).

–

Permanent discontinuation of tofacitinib resolved the eosinophilia, and the patient achieved
clinical and biochemical remission with high-dose corticosteroids, ustekinumab every 4 weeks,
and tacrolimus.

–

Three-month follow-up showed no recurrence of eosinophilia after tofacitinib discontinuation.–

The authors propose this as the first reported case of tofacitinib-induced eosinophilia in
ulcerative colitis, suggesting a possible type IVb hypersensitivity reaction.

–

UEG Week Copenhagen 2023 Poster

IBD

October 15, 2023

Summary

TOFACITINIB-INDUCED EOSINOPHILIA – FIRST CASE
REPORT
Cidalina Caetano

Case report describes recurrent eosinophilia and acute kidney injury in an
18-year-old woman with ulcerative colitis following tofacitinib initiation,
resolving with drug suspension and recurring upon rechallenge.
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