
MDCTA demonstrated 77.8% sensitivity, 40% specificity, and 75% accuracy for detecting
bleeding status in 68 severe NVUGIB patients (median age 69 years) referred for emergent
MDCTA between December 2019 and October 2022.

–

MDCTA sensitivity for identifying bleeding site was 92.4% and for identifying bleeding etiology
was 79%, with endoscopy, angiography, surgery, or pathology serving as reference standards.

–

For active bleeding specifically, MDCTA showed 72.5% sensitivity with 100% positive predictive
value, while recent bleeding showed 87% sensitivity.

–

The authors conclude that MDCTA appears feasible and effective for severe acute NVUGIB and
may guide management in selected cases, particularly those clinically severe or from rare
sources, though further prospective studies are needed.

–
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Summary

VALUE OF MULTIDETECTOR COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY
ANGIOGRAPHY IN SEVERE NON-VARICEAL UPPER
GASTROINTESTINAL BLEEDING: A RETROSPECTIVE STUDY
IN A REFERRAL BLEEDING UNIT
Francesco Manguso

A retrospective study of 68 patients evaluated the diagnostic performance
of emergent multidetector-row CT angiography (MDCTA) for severe non-
variceal upper gastrointestinal bleeding, finding moderate sensitivity for
bleeding status (77.8%) but high sensitivity for identifying bleeding site
(92.4%).
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