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A prospective single-centre study of 169 ERCPs found transpancreatic
sphincterotomy achieved 100% cannulation success in difficult cases,
significantly outperforming double guidewire technique and precut with a
similar safety profile.

KEY POINTS

- In 19% of cases requiring advanced cannulation techniques, transpancreatic sphincterotomy
achieved 100% common bile duct cannulation compared to 66.7% for double guidewire
technique and 55.6% for precut, a statistically significant difference (p=0.02).

- Only three complications occurred after advanced cannulation methods were used: one post-
ERCP pancreatitis, one bleeding, and one cholecystitis.

- Despite no pancreatic stent placement after pancreatic duct cannulation in 24 patients, none
developed post-ERCP pancreatitis when rectal indomethacin and intravenous hydration were
used.

- All three endoscopists, including one junior operator with fewer than 200 ERCPs experience,
performed the advanced techniques with complications equally distributed among operators.

- This material is relevant for endoscopists managing difficult biliary cannulation and those
evaluating the role of transpancreatic sphincterotomy in their practice.
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