
In patients without SBP at index paracentesis, polymorphonuclear count in ascitic fluid above
125 cells per microliter was associated with higher one-year mortality (log-rank p=0.001) and
higher risk of developing SBP (log-rank p=0.02)

–

Leukocytes in ascitic fluid above 250 cells per microliter were associated with higher one-year
mortality (log-rank p=0.004) and higher risk of SBP development (log-rank p=0.002)

–

Patients with intermediate polymorphonuclear counts (125-250 cells per microliter) had
significantly higher mortality compared to those with low counts (93.8% vs 52.9%, p=0.003)

–

The authors suggest these findings may warrant review of current indications for initiating
prophylactic antibiotic therapy in cirrhotic patients with ascites but without SBP

–
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Summary

CELL COUNT IN ASCITIC FLUID AS CRITERIA FOR
PROPHYLAXIS IN SPONTANEOUS BACTERIAL
PERITONITIS
Helena Tavares de Sousa

A retrospective study of 101 cirrhotic patients with ascites found that
elevated polymorphonuclear and leukocyte counts below traditional
spontaneous bacterial peritonitis thresholds were associated with
increased risk of subsequent SBP and mortality.
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