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OUTCOMES OF ENDOSCOPIC GALLBLADDER DRAINAGE
IN HIGH-RISK PATIENTS WITH ACUTE CHOLECYSTITIS:
ENDOSCOPIC GALLBLADDER STENTING VERSUS
ENDOSCOPIC ULTRASOUND-GUIDED GALLBLADDER
DRAINAGE
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Retrospective two-center study comparing endoscopic gallbladder stenting
and EUS-guided gallbladder drainage found both effective for high-risk
surgical patients with acute cholecystitis, though EGBS showed higher
recurrence rates.

KEY POINTS

- In 41 EGBS patients and 13 EUS-GBD patients, technical success was 93% versus 100%
(p=0.32) and clinical success was 100% versus 92% (p=0.08), with no significant differences
between groups.

- Recurrence occurred in 21% of EGBS patients (3 cholecystitis, 5 cholangitis cases) versus 0% in
EUS-GBD patients, though all EGBS recurrences were successfully managed by endoscopic re-
intervention.

- Median stent patency was 597 days for EGBS and 345 days for EUS-GBD (p=0.377), with
adverse event rates of 10% and 8% respectively (p=0.82).

- Both techniques appear useful as permanent drainage alternatives to cholecystectomy in
high-risk surgical patients with acute cholecystitis.
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