
An 81-year-old patient with chronic pancreatitis presented with hemodynamic instability,
shortness of breath, and abdominal pain, with CT revealing pericardial effusion, bilateral
pleural effusions, and intra-abdominal abscesses.

–

The patient developed pericardial tamponade with arterial hypotension, tachycardia, and
desaturation requiring emergency pericardial drainage, bilateral pleural drainage, and
percutaneous abscess drainage.

–

Hemodynamically relevant pancreatogenic pericardial effusion is rare but potentially life-
threatening, and the case highlights the importance of excluding pericardial effusion in
pancreatitis patients using echocardiography or other radiological methods.

–

The patient was successfully stabilized following drainage procedures and discharged one
month later.

–

UEG Week Vienna 2024 Poster

Pancreas

October 13, 2024

Summary

PERICARDIAL TAMPONADE IN CHRONIC PANCREATITIS –
A CASE REPORT
Martina Müller-Schilling

A case report describes pericardial tamponade as a rare but life-
threatening complication of chronic pancreatitis in an 81-year-old patient
requiring emergency drainage.
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AI-generated summary

This summary was generated by an AI large language model based on the content transcript. It is for informational
purposes only and should not be considered a substitute for clinical judgment. Always rely on your professional expertise
and the full clinical context when making clinical decisions.
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