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A prospective series of 19 patients with acute cholecystitis and contained
perforation treated with EUS-guided gallbladder drainage using lumen
apposing metal stents achieved 100% technical success and 94.7% clinical
success with no recurrence during median 254-day follow-up.

KEY POINTS

- Among 48 EUS-GBD procedures performed between 2020 and 2024, 19 patients presented
with contained perforation, a condition typically considered a contraindication to EUS-GBD.

- Acute cholecystitis was iatrogenic in 79% of cases, most commonly following ERCP with metal
stenting, and 89.5% of patients had underlying malignancy with pancreatic adenocarcinoma
being most frequent.

- Technical success was 100% and clinical success 94.7%, with statistically significant 7-day
reductions in white blood cells (p=0.0017) and C-reactive protein (p=0.0067).

- Adverse events occurred in 21% of cases with 11% severe or fatal; notably, 2 adverse events
including 1 fatal event were related to attempts at draining adjacent liver abscesses.

- No acute cholecystitis recurrence occurred during median follow-up of 254 days, and median
time to chemotherapy for oncology candidates was 26 days.
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